92               HISTORY  OF VITALISM
Finally, without any further comment I reproduce the following passage from the " Doctrine of Method of the Practical Reason " : " The spectacle of a countless multitude of worlds dwarfs into insignificance my importance as an animal creature which must render back to the planet the dust out of which it has come, after having been endoived for a short time (we know not how) with the force of life." 1
That seems to be a clear and unalterable declaration in favour of Vitalism, going even further than the autonomy of mere action, but within the range of the universal determination of natural phenomena.
So I believe that I can justify my chapter on Kant in its original form. That it is not entirely satisfactory is to be attributed to Kant himself. Kant has, as it were, two different notions of causality ; firstly, the wide one which is quite compatible with Vitalism, " All that happens pre-supposes something on which it follows according to a law," and secondly, a narrower mechanistic conception in conformity with the ideas of his age. All obscurities arise from his not having kept these clearly separated.
I conclude by adding a passage from the Critique of Judgment: In section 8 he speaks of the " vis locomotiva" of the soul, "because actual motions of the body arise, the causes of which are in its (i.e. the soul's) representations." That hardly sounds " parallelistic."
1 The italics are mine. Compare the words from Dreams of a Spirit Seer : *e The principle of life seems to me of immaterial nature."